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Abstract 

Interest towards sport tourism is increasing. The Japan Sport Agency has declared “Outdoor Sports 
Promotion” and by utilizing the sport resources, which are redundant, the agency is trying to activate the 
regions. However, it is stated that lack of information will lead to constraints in potential tourism activities 
(Hinch et al., 2005). Japan Tourism Agency is expecting the autonomy to aggressively disseminate sport 
related information (Sport Tourism Promotion Policy, 2011). As just described, although the concern towards 
sport tourism information acquisition has been increasing, there are only few research studies focused on 
domestic sport tourists, and none has looked over the dynamic process of how tourists acquire information 
and how it relates toward destination loyalty.  

The purpose of this research was to see the influence of destinations’ prior knowledge towards reputation 
and destination loyalty. Also comparing the summer and winter model will reveal any differences in 
destination marketing strategies. 

Two questionnaires were conducted both in summer and winter seasons. For data analysis, confirmatory 
factor analysis and structure equation modeling were used. The findings indicated that there were 
differences in two models influenced by destination reputation.  

None of the research has focused on sport tourists’ information search and the relationship between prior 
knowledge, reputation, and destination loyalty. Although this research proved beneficial from academic and 
practical perspectives, the model should be tested in other areas with an emphasis on sport tourism as a 
crucial tool for activating their region. 
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IBM Amos24.0

Construct Reliability
CR Average Variance Extracted

AVE
CR .60 Bagozzi &Yi, 1988 AVE .40 Verhoef et 
al., 2002

2/df
3.00 CFI comparative fit index .90

TLI Tucker-Lewis index .90 RMSEA
root-mean-square error of approximation
.080 Hu & Bentler, 1999  

1 2
ST 50.2%

36
33.1% 54.9%

ST 72.4% 41
48.7%  

ST 2
ST

57.7%
56.6% ST

46.8 ST

77.3%
ST 4

ST 13

  
ST ST 

n % n % 

 
 101 50.2 55 72.4 
 100 49.8 21 27.6 

 
36  
41  

10  25 12.4 1 1.3 
20  43 21.4 29 38.7 
30  33 16.4 16 21.3 
40  75 37.3 6 8.0 
50  22 10.9 5 6.7 

60  3 1.5 18 24.0 

 

 56 33.1 37 48.7 
 32 19.5 11 14.5 
 18 10.7 2 2.6 

 62 36.7 26 34.2 

 

 9 4.6 1 1.5 
 107 54.9 44 66.7 

 39 20.0 2 3.0 
 17 8.7 7 10.6 
 8 4.1 8 12.1 

 13 6.7 1 1.5 
 2 1.0 3 4.5 
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ST

AVE CR 2

3

 M SD λ AVE CR 
1  4.38 1.72 0.57 

.62 .89 
2  3.18 1.76 0.86 
3  2.59 1.65 0.90 
4  2.86 1.76 0.83 
5  2.88 1.78 0.74 

 
6  4.37 1.18 0.70 

.43 .75 
7  4.27 1.22 0.72 
8  4.15 1.23 0.67 
9  4.03 1.32 0.50 

 
10  5.40 1.15 0.83 

.60 .88 
11  4.95 1.06 0.74 
12  4.83 1.16 0.80 
13  4.95 1.17 0.79 
14  4.49 1.12 0.69 

 
15 2  4.57 1.38 0.80 

.63 .83 16  4.56 1.29 0.88 
17  5.07 1.34 0.69 
Note: chi-square/df=2.05, CFI=.94, TLI=.92, RMSEA=.06 
 

AVE

AVE
4

2/df 2.05 CFI .94 TLI .92 RMSEA .06
 

 

ST ST
n % n % 

127 57.7 43 56.6 
93 42.3 33 43.4 
116 53.2 17 22.7 
102 46.8 58 77.3 

4.51  13.30  
3.83  3.74  
2.08  2.78  
3.93  4.73  
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     DL 
 .62a       
 .07 .43b   

 .20 .20 .59c  
DL .24 .19 .27 .63d 

 

ST
ST

AVE
ST

5 6

 

     DL 
 .69a       
 .13 .39b   

 .01 .18 .61c  

DL .36 .12 .17 .66d 
 

2/df=2.42 CFI=.92 TLI=.90 RMSEA=.080
2/df=1.64 CFI=.89 TLI=.86 RMSEA=.09

=.32

=.53

=.58 34% 1  

 M SD λ AVE CR 
1  4.93 1.74 0.72 

.69 .92 
2  3.87 1.96 0.84 
3  3.17 2.02 0.86 
4  3.58 2.17 0.93 
5  3.78 2.24 0.79 

 
6  4.28 1.67 0.27 

.39 .68 
7  4.41 1.57 0.42 
8  4.36 1.66 0.89 
9  4.37 1.74 0.73 

 
10  5.61 1.12 0.81 

.61 .94 
11  5.07 1.15 0.86 
12  4.64 1.57 0.56 
13  5.33 1.51 0.46 
14  4.34 1.47 0.38 

 
15 2  5.70 1.31 0.90 

.66 .85 16  5.83 1.35 0.90 
17  5.57 1.36 0.61 

Note: chi-square/df=1.58, CFI=.90, TLI=.88, RMSEA=.08 
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